Adelie Penguins Facts
	Size: 
	Adelie penguins are the smallest penguins that live on Antarctica.

	Looks:
	They have a white belly with a black head and back. There is a white ring around each eye. Feathers cover most of their beak.

	Longevity: 
	Adelie penguins live 15 years or more.

	Nests and Eggs:
	· Adelies build their nests with pebbles. 
· The female lays 2 eggs in the nest. 
· The male keeps the egg warm. He holds the egg on the tops of his feet or lays on the egg in the nest. 
· The female goes to feed and comes back in three weeks to help with the chicks. 

· When a parent comes back with food for the chicks, it runs from the chicks. The chicks have to chase the parent for the food. Often only one chick lives – the fastest one. 

	 

 

Interesting Facts:
 

 
	· They are powerful swimmers. They can jump straight out of the water onto the land. 
· They move on the land by belly sliding. 
· Adelie penguins like to steal pebbles from each other's nests. Penguins have to protect their nests from other penguins. There are lots of noisy fights over pebbles. 
· Adelie penguins don’t drink water. They eat snow for moisture. When they eat fish in the water, a part of their nose takes the salt out of the ocean water. 

 


