	
	More Gentoo Penguin Facts

	
	

	Longevity:
	Some scientists say gentoos can live up to 7 years. Others scientists say these penguins can live to be 15 years old. Gentoo penguins can live between 7 and 15 years.

	Nests, Eggs, and Chicks:
	Gentoo penguins use stones, sticks, grass, and feathers to make their nests. The nests are big: 8 inches high and 10 inches wide. They don’t use the same nest each year. Gentoos build their nests close to the water, so it is easy for them to get food for the chicks. They move their nests a few yards each year. 
The mother lays two eggs, four days apart from each other. The male and the female both take turns caring for the eggs and the chicks. Both eggs hatch within 24 hours.
Gentoos feed both of the chicks, not just the strongest, fastest, or most determined one.
If the chick’s feathers get soaked from too much rain, the chick gets too cold and dies. In hot weather the chick can get too hot and die from heat stress.
Gentoo penguins stay with the same mate for a long time.

	Enemies:
	Skuas eat gentoo eggs. Falcons, kelp gulls, and giant-petrels eat the chicks. Leopard seals eat older penguins. Elephant seals often flatten the nests as they move around the nesting area. 

	Interesting Facts: 
	· Gentoo penguins are laid back. They are noisy, especially when they are building their nests, but they don’t get into fights like the adelies and chinstraps. The gentoos' colony is calm and peaceful. 
· Gentoos dive up to 450 times a day for food. They look clumsy on land, but they are fast. They can outrun a person over a short distance. 


